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Correspondence from Germany 

 

Spremberg, June 21, 1905 

 

Esteemed Volksblatt! 

 Here we are having wonderful spring 

weather. We had enough rain and it is warm 

enough, 70 – 80 degrees every day. Everything is 

growing and doing well. Some places had cloud 

bursts of rain and hail, but not all too bad. 

 At this time already, we have ripe cherries 

and blueberries, as well also lots of stone 

mushrooms. Cherries cost 40 Pfennigs a pound and 

blueberries 10 Pfennigs. Mushrooms at first were 

50, now they are 15 Pfennigs a pound, 

 The farmers now are busy making hay. 

And we can’t complain about the grass. The rye 

and the potatoes likewise promise a good harvest. 

Since the weather was almost too wet, the weevil 

hurt the fruit, and some of it has fallen off. But we 

should still have enough fruit. 

 As reported in the German newspapers, 

President Roosevelt wants to make peace between 

Russia and Japan. But the Russian bear does not 

want to give in to the Japanese apes. For it has the 

desire to further eat up the east, as the poet writes: 

Very voracious is the appetite of the bear 

For he can eat very much 

He has had from ages ago 

A terribly big stomach. 

In the passing of time, he has already 

consumed 

A part of the East. 

Incomparable to any other one 

He wants to keep consuming further. 

 

 In 1814, the Russians drove Napoleon out 

of Russia. And with little Japan, this will probably 

still happen. 

 A friend of Matthes Schurman has asked 

whether he is still living, for his letters are all 

coming back. His friend’s name is John Reden.  

 With greetings from, 

   Railroader H. 

 

Translated by Ed Bernthal 
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